“I encountered obstacles

and NOW | have a pathway to progress”

NCBI Student Bursaries

We are keen to raise the chronically low number of students with visual impairment studying in
higher education. The Gerard Byrne Bursary seeks to financially support greater numbers of blind
and vision impaired students by offsetting some of their educational costs by offering annual
grants or scholarships. This will provide a pathway to financial independence for the future.

What are the CHALLENGES?
We at NCBI are:

1) Offering Support and encouragement to
our service users to enter into third level
further education.

Regrettably, students with visual impairment make

up just 1.8% of all students with disabilities in

higher education, representing the smallest cohort
of students with disabilities currently at study

(AHEAD, 2017).

2) Providing Financial Support

In response to the low numbers availing supports,
NCBI’s Gerard Byrne Bursary aims to support
students with a visual impairment in Third Level to
gain a comprehensive education, in turn supporting
the transition to meaningful employment.
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“\We know that just becausle
someone can't see, doesn't
mean that they shouldn’t
have a vision for their future.

= “There are people who have
other disabilities and achieve great things
so why can’t blind people.”

David Kortukohun (NCBI service user)

We have three SOLUTIONS

1. Bursaries— The Gerard Byrne Bursary
Direct Financial support

2. We provide all the support structure services
to aid progression in higher level education —
training, technological support, Library,
guidance, skills and assistance, enabling easy
transition and success into third level University
and further education

3. Offer a pathway to employment— and provide
the tools and opportunities to education and
financial independence and self worth and
achievement. Pre— Employment Training
Programme.

LEFT: NCBI is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2018
Gerard Byrne Bursary, presented by Minister for Higher Education,
Mary Mitchell O’Connor TD at NCBI’s Head Office.

Sight Loss Figures

54,810 People with significant sight loss. NCBI works with over
6,500 each year. And 2,000 new referrals each year
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Priority Projects

PROJECTS—Costs, Location, Impact

1) NCBI Gerard Byrne Bursary

The bursary is named in honour of Gerard Byrne for
his lifelong contribution to NCBI. The annual bursary
is awarded to each candidate chosen at up to €6,000
across their full time degree.

In addition to the funding, a 6 month paid internship
at the NCBI in an appropriate field related to their ar-
ea of study is also available.

e We provide all the support— we provide training
and technological support from our labs, guidance,
skills and library assistance and aids, enabling easy
transition and success into third level University and
further education. NCBI work in partnership with
Department of Education.

o Offer a pathway to employment— and provide the
tools and opportunities to education and
financial independence and self worth and
achievement. We also offer a Pre-Employment
Training Programme after third level.

The Bursary was first launched in 2017 with backing
from An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar. Speaking at the
launch, the Taoiseach said:
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Our OFFERING —Expertise

Our strategy aims to promote maximum
participation opportunities through support into
further and third level education

We aid in two areas :

1) Bursaries—enabling service users to be self
sufficient financially in the future through
education and opportunity

2) Supportive services to aid success before
during and after University —supporting and
empowering our service users to be
Independent, self sufficient and improving their
quality of life, equal to their sighted peers.

Come be a partner in empowering
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« Skills & Training

e Improved Access & Opportunities

e Peer to peer engagement

« Improved Quality of Life

Further Information

NCBI - Working for People with Sight Loss,
Telephone: 018307033 @i
Email: foundation@ncbi.ie NC Bl
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